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My Lord, 


FE Publiſhing this Sermon, was no eafie part of © 
my Obedience, to your Lordſhips Commands, =_ 


to the. deſires of the Court of . Aldermen : 


I: have no reaſon to expeFt- it ſhould be ſo Pan 


received, when it is brought under the Eyes and Cen- 
ſures of the World, as when it was firſt delivered. Since 


the good temper the Auditory was in, upon the remema 


brance of that great Confl flagration, mal it paſs more 
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ſt hearing, than is to be hoped for upon a 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ſtriter review of it. And ſome Perſons of bigh worth 
and Eminence, have been of late, treated ſo unſutably, 
either to-their Merit , or their deſigns mn What they P 
Preached , that it may juſtly give ſuch a one as 1 am, : 
avprebenſions of ill uſage, for touching our ſores, which 
are ſo tender, that ſome cannot bear tbe handling them in 


the ſofteſt manner. þ 


But having obſerved that what 1 ſaid on theſe 
heads, was not unacceptable to your Lordſhip , who 
are ſo great a Judge ; T do the more freely adventure on 
making it publick. Since the Juſtice, Prudence, and 
Moderation of your Government, 'has given your Lord- 
ſhip ſo great cn Intereſt in thegeſteem and affeFions, not 
only of this great City, but of the Whole Nation; that 
as thoſe who are to ſucceed you in that high Truſt , 
will be valued and loved, as they follow the Pattern 
3ou have ſet them ; fo there are few things that can re- 
commend ſuch a Diſcourſe, more, than that I may, by 
your Lordſhips permiſſion , ſay, it was approved of by 
one of ſo great an underſtanding, and ſo Excellent a 
temper, as yours is generally known to be. 

God grant this may have ſome good effeft on thoſe that 
heard it, or may read it, and that the ſad profþe&t now 
before us, may by the mercy of God, upon our unfeign- 
ed Repentance , be changed unto a ſerene and happy 


calm : 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


calm : wherein that your Lordſhip may be a great 
Inftrument, both in this City, and in the publick 
Councels of the Kingdom , is the Earneſt Pray 


er, of 


My Lord, 


Tour Lordſhips moſt bumble, . 


and m:ft Chedjient Servant, 


G. BURNET. 


ih as 
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Amos, chap, 4. verl. 11, 12. 


T have overthrown ſome of you, as God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah ; and ye were as a Fire- 
brand, pluck'd out of the Burning : Net have ye 
not returned unto, me, ſaith the Lord. 


Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O lirael: And 
becauſe I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet 
thy God, O Iſrael. 


He remembrance of that diſmal Day, 
which brings us now together, grows 
too ſoon ſtale and cold ; and perhaps 
paſles rather as a doleful Tale, that we 
are to hand down to the next Age, than 
as a Subject by which our Repentance 
and Humiliation are wrought on. We rather glory in 
our Wealth,and the great Splendor of London rebuilt,than 
are humbled, when we remember how {he was laid in 
Aſhes. The Largeneſs and Evenneſs of the Streets, the 
Regularity and Beauty of the Houſes, the Magnificence 
of the Churches, Halls, Gates, the Exchange, the Canal, 
the Monument, with the other Glories of the City, do 
perhaps ſo much amuſe us; that, ſeeing now no other 
Marks, by which we can know what Places were burnt, 


and what eſcaped that ſpreading and devouring Flame, 
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Job 43. 31. 


A SERMON Preached 


but the Meanneſs of the one, compared to the-Pomp of 
the other, we are apt to think, Why ſhould fo diſaſtrous 

a Day be had in ſuch conſtant remembrance? which might 

bc more ſuitable when the Wound was green, the Aſſes 

and Rubbiſh were not removed, whenthe Impreſſion was 

dcep, and Men were more ſenſible of their Loſſes, which 

in a Succeſſion of fourtcen years, they have cither digeſted, 
or bcing quite broken by them, have made way for new 
Inhabitants, that had no ſhare of the former Calamity. 
But now it may ſeem too long, to perpetuate the Memory 
of theſe black Days, and bright Nights, that ſo many of 
von looked on then with amazement, and muſt ſtill re- 
flect on with horror. 

Yet if we conſider, that, how inſtrumental ſoever the 
Hand of Hell was 11 it, certainly the Hand, or rather the 
Breath of Heaven was viſible, both in ſpreading it over ſo 
many Regions of this populous City, and in ſtopping it 
of a fadden, when the Fire had executed itsCommiſſion; 
we cannot but think it fit, after ſo long an Interval,ſtill to 
remember what may beſuppoſed to have bin theprocuring 
Cauſes of ſuch an unheard-of Burning, which ſeems ſince, 
by a fort of Contagion, to have ſpread into many other 
Citics of the Nation : And whereas in former Times, a 
Fire that carried away a few Houſes was thought diſmal ; 
now except it burn down whole Towns, or Streets at 
leaſt, we think it gentle and merciful. If we alſo refle& 
upon the Time when it broke out, that it followed a long 
and an unhappy War, and a raging Peſtilence, our Miſe- 
ries returning ſo thick upon us, as Job's Meflengers did ; 
all theſe things concurring with the fad and gloomy Pro- 
fpe&t now before us, 1t 7s ſurely meet to be ſaid unto God, 

have born Chaſtiſement, IT will not offend any more; if I 
have done Iniquity, I will do ſo no more. And joining that 
we have {cen and felt, with that which is almoſt all viſibly 
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before the Lord-Mayor, Septemb. 2. 1680, 


before us, we muſt conclude, itis fit to turn to Him, who 
did ſome years ago afflict us fo ſeverely, but his ſince gi- 
ven us a long Interval of Peace and Plenty, and ſeems 
now to be bending his Bow, whetting his Sword, and prepa- 
ring againſt us the Inſtruments of War. 


The Words in the Text, pronounced upon the like 
occaſion, ofter to us, both the Reflection on what is paſt, 
the Conſideration of what is preſent, with the Proſpect 
of what we may look for. Of which I ſhall firſt ſpeak 
a little in General, before I apply them. 


This Prophecy was given in Commiſſion to Amos, one 
of the Herdſmen of Tekoa, a Town diſtant twelve Miles 
from Jeruſalem, and ſix from Bethle/.emz ;, fo that he lived 
in the Tribe of Fudah, tho he was ſent to the Ten Tribes, 
that (till continued in_the Idolatry of Feroboam. Feta 
having rooted outthe S:4oniar Idolatry of the Baalizr, 
he and his Family, as a Bleſſing, even upon that imper- 
fett Reformation, reigned over theſe Tribes 104 Years 
but the Period of it was now near an end, and with it, 
of the Peace and Liberty of that Kingdom : For Jero- 
boars Son, Zacharias, reigned only ſix Months 3 and his 


Pal. 9g. 12, 
I3, 


Compare 


2 Kin.10.3 6s 


Murderer, Shallam, but one Month. Menat.exr, who & 13.1, 10, 
conſpired againſt him, reigned ten Years; yet againſt him & 14. 23. 


came up the King of A/jriz, the conquering Empire 
of that Age; and tho eArnaktemr redecmed his preſent 
Quiet, by the Tribute of a Thouſand Talents, that pro- 
cured them only a whiles reſpite. His Soi, Pekaoiah, 
betug a wicked Prince, 'Pekah conſpired againſt him, and 


2 Kin.15.19. 


killed him, in the ſecond Year of his Reign. Then Tig- 2 Kinaz 29, 


lath-" Pitejcr, another Aſſyrian King, came, and perhaps 
pretended to revenge the Death of M-naterr their Allic's 
Son, and carried away moft of the Lan.1 of Galilee into 
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A SERMON Preched 


Captivity. And the total Captivity of theſe Tribes fol- 
lowed under their next King. So that from the Days of 
this Prophecy, what by the Revolutions of Government 
at home, what by the Impreſſions the proud Afrians 
made on them, they had a Succeſſion of grievous Calami- 
ties, which ended in the total Subverſion of that State, 
And they were ſo diſperſed in their Captivity, that except 
ſome Straglers that might have returned with Zorobbabel, 
they were never again gathered together 3 ſo that it is 
now only matter of conje&ure what is become of them. 
Amos was one of the laſt Meflengers, that was ſent to 
invite them to Repentance. God had before ſpoken to 
them in the diſmal Language of his Judgments, by Fa- 
mine, by the blaſting of their Harvelt, and binding up 
the Clouds, that it did not rain 3 by ſuch Mildew, and 
Vermine, as had conſumed all their Fruits, their Vines, 
Olives, and Figs; by War, and the Plague, to ſuch a 
degree that their Dead were not buried, but lay in the 
Fields, to infe&t the Air, and to offend the Living. The 
Stink of your Camps came into your Noſtrils. Which are 
all mentioned in the Verſes betore my Text. And final- 
ly, that ſome of their Cities had been burnt down by 
the Hand of Heaven. Two years after this another Ca- 
lamity came on them, from ſuch an Earthquake, menti- 
oned by Zechariah, that the People, terrified with it, 
thought of flying out of the Land 3 for this Time being 
contemporary to that of Uzziah, the Earthquake there 
mentioned, which became a Proverb, ſeems to be the 
ſame ſpoken of 1n the firſt Verſe of this Prophecy, Sothat 
this honeſt Shepherd was called from his Flocks, to ſee, if 
the Simplicity and Plainneſs of the Man, and of his Stile, 
which 1s the loweſt ofany of all the Prophets, could 
be a Mean to awaken them out out of their Impieties. 
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before the Lord-Mayor, Septemb. 2. 1680, 5 


The Sins he accuſes them moſt for, were their [rreligion, 
deſiring to ſtop the Mouths of the Prophets, ſaying, 
Propheſ; not, And tho they obſerved the Returnsot their 
Feſtivities, their New-Moons, and Sabbath-Days ; yet 
they were weary of them, obſerving them only tor 
Forms ſake, and longed to have them over. He allo chap. 3. 5 
charges them for their Lyxury : They had rebuilt their ; 
burnt and waſted Cities with hewen Stone, and had 
planted pleaſant Vineyards and Olive-yards 3 they drank <p, 5, 11. 
Wine in Bowls, ſomething like Healths now a-days ; they 


chap. 2.21, 


anointed themſelves with rich Ointment, had their Beds chap.6,4,5,6 


of Ivory, and rich Couches about their Tables, feaſted 
high, and had excellent Muſick at their Entertainments, 
were guilty of great Iniquity and Opprefhon, ſo that 
there was no Truth nor Juſtice among them. And they 
were become ſo bare-faced and impudent in their Vices, ,z,z, 5, -, 
that good and prudent Men thought fit to keep ſelence in 
that Time, becauſe it was an evil Time, For all theſe Rea- chap. 5. 13+ 
ſons the Prophets threaten with them a Captivity, and 
other ſevere Judgments; and that becauſe God had known chap. 3 2. 
them only of all the Families of the Earth, therefore he would 
puniſh them for their Iniquities. 

In the WordsI have read, he ſays, I have overthrown you, . 
( ſome is not in the Hebrew ) as God did Sodom and Go- 
morral, .As, does not import in the Scripture-Phraſe 
an exaCt reſemblance, bur only ſome Similitudein general. 
So that it does not neceſlarily import, that Fire came 
down from Heaven on them, but that they were over- 
thrown totally, perhaps by Fire, Thundring, or Light- 
ning. The Chaldee Paraphraſt underſtood it more gene- 
rally, and rendred it thus : The Word of the Lord abher- 
red them, as he did Sodom and Gomorrah. 

You were as a Firebrand, pluck'd out of the Burning. A 
proverbial Form of Speech, either expreſſing the great 
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A SER MON Preached 


Danger they had run, with the extraordinary Delive- 
ranceithey had mct with, God reſcuing them on a ſud- 
den 3 as alſo the defpicableneſs of their preſent Conditi- 
on, fince nothing looks worſe than a Firebrand ſnatch'd 
out of the Fire. 

Tet have you nt returned unto me, ſaith the Lord. They 
continued in their Impieties, and irreligious Worſhip, in 
their Separation from their right way of worſhipping 
God at Jeruſalem, in their Luxury, Senſuality, and In- 
juſtice : and all the Judgments they had felt, which per- 
haps might have a little awakened them, when they lay 
under them, had not any ſuch cffect, as to turn their 
Hearts, or to change the Courſe of ther Lives. 

Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Iſrael 3 and becanſe 
I will do thus unto thee, Thus, may either relate to the 
former Judgments, as if they were to be repeated upon 
them 3 or to what follows of the Captivity threatned in 
the beginning of the next Chapter, The Virgin of Iſrael 
being fallen, and not able to riſe; Ten being left of an 
Hundred, and a Hundred of a Thouſand. 

Prepare thee to meet thy God, O Iſrael. This is cither 
an Ironical Alarm to them, to ſee what they could do to 
refiſt that God, the God of Hoſts, that formed the 
Mountains, created the Wind, knew the Sccret of Mens 
Hearts, could bring Darkneſs on the Earth in a bright 
Sun-ſbine, and tread upon the high Places of the Earth, 
the great Powers and mighty Empires, at his Pleaſure : 
they were to try how they were able to rcfiſt his Thun- 
ders, to bird-up the Clouds, or the Winds of Heaven, 
or to diſperſe thoſe Armies that he was to ſend againſt 
them, whom he would inſpire with great Courage, when 
they thould be {truck with pannick Fear, and ſuch Sor- 
row and deje(tion of Mind, that all their Songs ſhould 
be turned to Lamentations. Or this, Prepare thee to mect 
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before the Lord-Mayor, Septemb, 2. 1680. 


thy God, is an Invitation to Repentance, as that which 
could only avert thoſe Judgments that were ready to 
; break forth on them, and diſſipate the Clouds; fo that 
+ inſtead of the Storms they had reaſon to look for, they 
might be bleſs'd with a ſerene Calm, and entire Peace, 
upon their returning to God. 


Having thus opened the Scope and Intention of the 
Prophet in the Text, I ſhall now ſpeak to theſe four 
Particulars, 


I. When we have met with Judgments, ſignal, both in 
their kind, and in the deliverance out of them, we 
ought to remember God's hand in them, and tocon- 
ſider, for what ends he both laid them on, and took 
them off. 


IT. We ought to conſider, what effeCt theſe have had 
on us? Whether they have made us turn to God, 
or not ? 


NI. We are to conſider, how much ſeverer Judgments 
we may reaſonably look for, 1t thoſe that have al- 
ready come upon us, have not prevailed to make 
us return to God. 


IV. Upon all this, we ought to look unto God, and 
to endeavour to prevent that which we cannot 
otherwiſe avoid or reſiſt, by an unteigned Repen- 
tance. 


For the Firſt of theſe : If we believe, that the World 
is governed by a Supreme Providence, we mult conclude, 


that more aſtoniſhing and extraordinary Events, not 
only 
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A SERMON Preached 


only fall not out by chance, but are direted for ſome 
great ends, proportioned to ſuch means. If either an 
Accident, or a Combination of curſed Men, firſt kind- 
led this Fire, yet the Wind that waited on it, and drive 
it forward with ſuch violence, that neither the man 
Hands that were employed to quench it, the Neighbour- 
hood of ſo much Water, the Engines uſed, and all the 
other Means that could be thought on, were effeftual to 
ſtop its Rage, till it had done its Work, was a manifeſt 
Indication of the Hand of God it. And how much ſoever 
Mens thoughts may be now blunted on this Subje, yet 
then, as I have underſtood from thoſe that ſaw it, there 
were few that look'd on, that ſeemed not touched with 
the apprehenſions of God's diſpleaſure. Many that were 
not immediatly concerned 1n it, yet ſmpte on their Breaſts, 
and ſaid, This is of God, let ws return to Him. 

I ſhall not enlarge on the Deſcription of it, or of the 
unexpected (topping of it in many places, even in the 
mid(t of very combuſtible Matter 3 fo that the quench- 
ing of it had almoſt as manifeſt Characters of a Divine 
Appointment on it, as the Conflagration it ſelf, It would 
very ill become one that ſaw 1t not, to (pend much Diſ- 
courſe about it to thoſe that ſaw it, and as it is to be pre- 
ſumed, will never forget it, but will tell it to the ſuc- 
ceeding Age; as God commanded the Iſraelites to con- 
vey down to Poſterity, the remembrance of the Captivity 
they had groaned under in Egypt, with the ſignal Deli- 
verance out of it : for things of ſo extraordinary a na- 
ture ought never to be forgotten. 

1 know it 1s not fit, upon every Calamity to enter into 
the Secrets of God's Providence, nor to determine what 
were, and were not the procuring Cauſes : or what were 
the more principal ones. In theſe Caſes men of ſeveral 
Parties, have always found out ſomewhat in which they 


thought 2 


o 


before the Lord-Mayor, Septemb. 2. 1 680. 9 


thought themſelves leaſt concerned, and have been wil- 
ling to load that with the whole burthen of God's Indig- 
nation 3 and ſo upon this occaſion, Men have not been 


wanting to aſſign ſuch Cauſes, as might make thoſe from Ft 
whom they ditfexed more hateful. But who has ſaid, "7 
? What have I done ? And indeed, tho we may err in ſiy- | 
; ing, one thing more than another drew down this Judy- 
; ment on us, and in the enumeration of the Cauſes of it, 
| 3 may fail in the Account ; yet it 1s certain, that when we 
| k lay them all together, and more particularly reflc& on 
; ſuch of them, wherein we find our ſelves' moſt concer- 
= ned, weare in the readieſt way to prevent the like, or hca- * 
1 vier Judgments, from coming on us for the future. It were 8 
; alſo a vain and bold Prefumprtion in any, to enquire into 


this Secret, Why this City more than others, or theſe parts 
of it more than others, were burnt down 2? Our Saviour, 
by his Anſwer upon the like occaſion, concerning thoſe 
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p y whoſe Blood *Pi/ate mixed with their Sacrifices, or thoſe 
| on whom the Tower of S7/oahb tell, takes all Men off 
ie from ſuch Curiolitics, ſuggeſting to them a more prolita- 
d F ble Meditation : I tel/ Jon, Nay ; but except Je repert, ze + 
C ſhall ' all likewiſe periſh. In general, we are certain that Lik.1 3, 3,5. [ : 
@- | God affiicts us not willingly ; and ſo, without a more 'Þ 
_ particular enquiry, we may conclude, that there were y 
n- x great reaſons tor thisawakcning Diſpenfation. And there- 3:0 
ty I fore, inſtead of looking backward any longer, I now , 
li. proceed to the Second Point, to examine, What cttccts 4 
a- IF this or the like Providences have produced npon us 2? f 

| And whether we have returned to the Lord, or not 2 
to 3 I ſhall confine my Diſcourſe to thuſe three Heacs, on ; 
at which the Prophct fourds his Charze, inreliion, Lnuouzy, F 
oo and C zrizi.teonfreſs and fall detire vou to bor with | 
val | the Plannincls, which DUCOMLS {ch a Sub}: & acl fit "1 072 
ey | Occatton. I cannot fay uron the t1tlt Head, of 5*.; 


that the chick part of the Prophct's Accufation comer 
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us : for the Sins of Dar and Bethel do not belong unto us; 
we have not ſet up a new Way of Religion, different 
from that appointed by God ; we have not bin guilty of 
any open Idolatry, in worſhipping the Works of Mens 
hands, or of making any reſemblance of that inviſible 
Being, whom we adore. But in the Head of Religion, | 
ſhall name other things, wherein we have bin as far from 
returning to God, as the Ten Tribes were. 

Firſt ; They minded nothing but the external Page- 
antry, the Muſick, and other outward Performances, 
and were weary often of theſe, ſo that their ſolemn Days 
were Abominations to God. And now, if we look a- 
mong our ſelves, tho there may be perhaps more Care in 
this great City, than in any of the World, about the 
decent Obſervation of the Sabbath ; this is the Magj- 
ſtrates Glory, who do ſo carefully reſtrain the Violation 
of that holy Time ; yet many of thoſe, who in compliance 
with Cuſtom go to Church,do it meerly for Form. But if 
we examine what theſe Aſſemblies amount to, for the 
greateſt part, we cannot think but God abhorrs and de- 
{piſes them. Many go to them only for Cuſtom z others, 
to ſhew their vain Apparel, and dreſs themſelves with 
ſuch gawdy Pomp, as if it were a Play, rather than the 
Worſhip of God, they went to bear a ſhare in. - I ſpeak 
not againſt modeſt Decency and Cleannefs ; but the vanity 
of many Peoples Dreſs 1s no ſmall Scandal to our Chur- 
ches, who not only gratify their own Pride, but do all 
they can to diſtract and tempt others. 

In the Worſhip of God, how little ſerious are we in all 
the parts of it ? We confeſs our Sins without Contrition, we 
pray without Devotion, we praiſe God without Aﬀecti- 
on, we hear the Scriptures without Faith : So in a word, 
all is but Form, and even of that we grow ſoon weary, 
Any Excuſe ſerves us, either to be abſent, or to come 
late, The too viliblecoldneſs af moſt Peoples behaviour 

ſhew 
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ſhew,their Hearts join not with their Bodies or their Lips 
in the Worſhip of God. For Sermons,they are hearkened 
to, as other Diſcourſes are, which we either cenſure or 
commend, as we ſee cauſe, or perhaps ſleep all the while : 
But if we do mind them, it isfor moſt part rather to fur- 
niſh our ſelves with ſome Notion, to maintain Diſcourſe, 
and to gratify our Vanity, than to be truly edified by 
them. And what we hear that more immediatly concerns 
our ſelves, we put off, perhaps, with a (light Groan, and 
may be ſay within our Fives, God be merciful to us, we are 
all Sinners, Do we think God is pleaſed or can be de- 
lighted with ſuch Aſſemblies ? 

For the two Sacraments, the Devotion of the one is 
almoſt quite gone, it becomes a matter of Entertainment, 
and is uſed as a Ceremony that brings much Coſt with it ; 
the Sponſors conſidering more the Fees they are to give, 
than the Vows they make 3 and theſe being (o ſlightly 
made, no wonder they are {lightly performed. Ir is true, 
the other Sacrament 1s kept up with a little more ſeriou(- 
neſs, ſome more Preparation and Devotion, but becauſe 
People are a little apprehenſive of this, many take the 
beſt courſe they can to eaſe themſelves of it, and do not 
receive in many years, unleſs the Law of the Land make 
it neceſlary, which is by too many more conſidered than 
the Laws of Chriſt in his holy Goſpel. It we ſum all theſe 
together, and reflect on the Coldneſs and Deadnels we 
are all guilty of, in our Religion and religious Worſhip, 
can we think thit we have yet returned to tte Lord 2 
Can ſuch a dead lifeleſs way of ſerving him, be accepta- 
ble to him, that knows how far our Hearts are from him, 
when we draw near to him with our Lips? Can he take 
pleaſure in theſe Aſſemblies, which, as all Forms muſt be, 
that are not enlivened by an internal Devotion, grow 
burdenſom to our ſelves ; and are only kept up as a Com- 


pliance, either to Cuſtotn; or ſome Remainder of a natural 
CG 2 Religion, 
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A SERMON Preached 


Religion, that we havenot been abletoextinguiſh quite in 
our Conſciences, after many Attempts made toſcar them? 
But to all this it may be oppoſed, Are not we zealous 
for the Reformation 2? Sure all this Heat and Flame muſt 
riſe from true Rehigion ? I deny not, but this great City 
has keen on all occaſions very forward in expreſling their 
Zcal for the Reformation 3; but even upon this Head, 
God has not a few things to charge us with. St. *Paul 
tells us of a Zeal of a far higher Strain, thin T am afraid 
ours riſes to, even of giving ones Lody to be burnt 5 which 
yet would profit nothing, it it flowed not from true Cha- 
rity. So if our Keat about Religion riſe not from a true 
and intcrnal Love toit, God may make it uſeful toothers, 
but it (hall avail us nothing. The Corruptions of true 
Religion, in all Times, have riſcn from this, That thoſe 
who would not ſubmit to the neceſlary, but hard and 
difficult parts of it, have ſtudied to cheat themſelves, and 
if they could, to bribe God, by ſetting up in room ef 
theſe, ſome more eaſy and pompous things, which their 
Circumſtances qualified them for, and they have ſpent 
much of their Wealth and Heat upon theſe. Some have 
adorned Churches, and adulteratcd ſeveral parts of Re- 
ligion, by the Splendor they have added to them : Some 
have been very exact in external Performances ; others 
have taken pleaſure even in rigors on themſelves ; and 
others have been ative and zealous in that Cauſe, which 
they took to be the Cauſe of God. According to the 
difterence of Mens Conſtitutions, fo they have choſen va- 
rious Ways, that did moſt fute with their Tempers, and 
by a great Zeal about theſe, have pacihied thoſe Clamors, 
which otherwiſe are apt to ariſe in a guilty Conſcience. 
The Sanguine love Pageantry 3 the Flegmatick, the dull 
return of their Forms ; the Melancholy affe& Severities; 
and the Cholerick are peeviſh and paſſionate, and think 
thoſe Heats that are natural to them, are Sacrifices of 
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great value with God, But will he accept of theſe from ſuch 
- defiled hands ? 

I know, thoſe thatare inwardly poſlefled with the Love of God 
and their Neighbour, and have a juſt ſenſe of the Love their 
Redzemer hath ſhewed them, muſt have a very lively concern 
in thoſe things that relate to his Glory, and the Salvation of our 
Souls. But if we only put on a heat, and counterfeit a Zeal, 
where there is no good Principle under it, this is but to mock 
God, and think to pay him with falſe Coin, becauſe it has the 
ſuperſcription of the true. If our Zeal is only Paſlion or Faction, 
then to offer this up to God, is to bring wild-Fire, and kindle 
it on his Altar. 

There aretwoſad Indications, that declare the Zeal of thegrea- 
teſt part is no better : The one 1s, that the reſt of their Lives are 
not of a piece with their Zeal. It is an impudent thing for any 
topretend, that he is concerned that others ſhould glority God, 
when he is ſo ready to diſhonour him himſelf; or that the ſincere 
Belief, or pure Way of Worlhip, may be preſerved, when he 
ſocares, as if he neither believed in his Heart, nor worſhipped 
God in his Spirit. God is not mocked, but diſcerns through all 
our Diſguiſcs, the ſecret Thoughts and Intents of our Hearts. TI 
ſpeak not this to cool or leſſen your Zeal for the Reformation, 
but to dire&t it aright, that it being fixed on a better Principle 
than either Paſlion or Intereſt, may have a deeper root, and a 
ſtronger operation, may be more acceptable with God, and more 
efteCtual by his Bleſſing: which cannot be expected to hypocritical 
Pretences, or at beſt, the Fermentation of Revenge or Intereſt. 

Another ſad Symptom, that ſhews our Zeal about Religion 1s 
not what it ought tobe, appears in theſe unnatural Heats, that 
grow every day among our (<lves, for things, of which, to ſpeak 
modeſtly, a Man muſt ſay, they deſerve not that warmth which 
we beſtow on them. If a Man is fo far tree trom the Contagion 
which moſt are infec d with, by being of a Party, as to conſider 
the things themſelves, he cannot bur {tand amazed, to ſee Men, 
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about ſome external and leſs important Matters, when the Enem 
is at the Gates. It was one of the cleareſt Demonſtrations of the 
Wrath of God on Fer»/alem, that during their laſt Siege, the 
Fadious were ſo high within, that as they had any reſpite from 
the Enemy without, they were deſtroying one another. They 
would not know the things that belonged to their Peace in time, 
and ſo they were hid from their Eyes 1n the day of their Viſita- 
tion. When the African Churches were ready to be devoured 
- bythe Vandals, who beſides the Barbarity of their Tempers, were 
Arrians by their Religion 3 The Schiſm of the Donatiſts did fo 
rage, and was managed with ſuch heat, too much of both Sides, 
Lib. 1. con as St. Auſtin laments, that it was a manifeſt Sign of their approach- 
Parm, cap-7. ing Ruine 3 yet that holy Father, with the other Biſhops of that 
lib.z. con Pe- time, made great Offers for comprehending the Doxatiſts within * 
il. .49:59- the Unity of the Church; one was, to take them into a ſhare of | 


their Fundtions, and that the Surviver ſhould be the ſole Paſtor, | * 


But ſecular Men enflamed the Differences, and the Governors 
Epiſt, 60, puniſhed the Doratiſts ſo ſeverely, that St. Auſtin wrote often 
127,158, to them, to ſtop thele violent Proceedings. But that holy Man 
159,160, died, while Hippo was beſieged, and the Prop of theſe Churches _ 7 
being removed, they ſoon became a Prey to their cruel Enemies, 7 
who brought them all under a moſt terrible and undiſtinguiſh'd | * 
Perſecution. (9 
When the Mahometan Impiety, and Saracen Empire, was ſpread- * 
ing in the Eaſt, the Greek Empire fell into ſuch Diviſions and 
Animoſities about the Will of Chriſt, and the Uſe of Images, that 


disjointed them one from another, and made way for the growth | * 


of Mahometaniſm. Shall we follow theſe Patterns fo carefully, as 
if we were afraid to miſs ſuch Calamities as fell on them ? Are we | © 
ſo little ſenſible of the Advantages we give our Enemies, and the 
weakning we bring uponour ſelves, by ſuch Jealouſtes and Heart- |: 
burnings. St. Paxl, when the Corinthians following their juſt Law- *' ? 
Suits before Unbelievers, brought thereby a Scandal on Chriſtia- | ? 
1 Cor.6.5,6. nity, charged them rather to ſuffer Wrong, than that a Brother ſl:ould 
go to Law with a Brother. It ſach things, which had a foundation in 
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Juſtice and Property, were to be forborn for their Indecency 
O how much more reaſonable is it now for thoſe who publiſh the 
glad Tidings of Peace, to lift up their Voices as a Trumpet, to 
found a Retreat from this ungodly War in our Church, and to 
call Men off from their unſeaſonable Heats, to a greater Calm 
and Temper, when the Effects of them are like to be ſo fatal. 
It has been the Device of the Church of Rowe, both to keep 
Unity within her ſelf, and to foment Ditferences among others, 
ever ſince the Reformation. They have Differences among them 
of a far higher nature than any we have among us. The moſt ma- 
terial Differences in Matters of Dofrine, that have raiſed the 
greateſt Animoſities in this IfJand, have been about the Nature of 
Divine Grace, and the Order of the Decrees of God : but thoſe 
have been carried as high, it not higher, in the Church ot Rome. 
I need not mention the many Differences among the ſeveral Fa- 
' miliesof the Schoolmen, who have invented various Explanations 
of almoſt all the Myſteries of their Religion, and have defended 
their Sentiments with as little Modeſty of Language, as many of 
our Writers do; yet all this has not broken their Church. In that 
which is to them the fundamental Point of their Religion, Where 
the ſupreme Power of judging Controverſies infallibly is lodged ;, tho 
they all agree ”=_ us, that there muſt be a living infallible 
Ju g, yet they do not agree in whom this Power is placed. Many 
et up the Pope; others are ſo aſhamed of this, that they are for 
the Council, without the Pope ; and others chuſe a middle way, 
and are for aſcribing it to the Pope and Council together : And 
yet if the Council has either the Infallibility entirely, or has any 
ſhare in it, ſo that it is no-where without its concurence, 
then they have no infallible Judg, it being 115 years ſince they 
had a General Counci), and 'tis hke to be much longer before 
another comes. 
I need not enlarge on their other Differences, either the anci- 
enter Conteſts concerning the Immaculate Conception of the 
B. Virgin, which were not only ſupported by ordinary Reaſon- 


ings, but by Pretences to Viſions aud Revelations 3 and the later 
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Conteſts, that are yet depending at the Court of Rowe, concer- 
ning the Morals of the Jeſuits, and other modern Caſuiſts : All 
theſe ſhew the Varieties among them in Matters of Doctrine. 

Thoſe who have travelled among them, and narrowly obſcry'd 
their Cuſtoms, ſee that there are no ſmall Diverſitics 1n the Rites 
and Forms of their Worſhip. Every Nation, and every Religious 
Order, has ſome Rites that are peculiar to them 3 and tho the 
Roman Office is now uſed moſt commonly, yet as the Ambroſtan 
continued Jong at Mil/air, and the Mozarabick in ſome parts of 
Spain ; ſo here in England, the Southern Parts followed the Uſe 
of Sarum ; the Northern, the Uſe of Tork 5 South-Wales, the 
Uſe of Hereford ; and North-VWales, the Uſe of Bangor ; beſides 
a peculiar Uſe that Lincoln had for that large Diocels. All which 
ſhew how willing they wereto knit all People to their Commu- 
nion, indulging them ſome peculiar Rites, either different trom, 
or added to the reſt. So well have they ſtudied the Policy of 
keeping their whole Strength united together, againſt thoſe they 
call Hereticks, and their common Enemies ; tho they have not 
been able wo bring all their Votarics to an Uniformity, either in 
Points of Doctrine, or the Forms of Worlhip. 

They have no leſs induſtriouſly blown upon and improved all 
the Differences among the Reformed, to break them among them- 
{clves. Could ſo ſmall a matter, as the Difference about the Pre- 
ſence of Chriſt in the Sacrament, ( which was only a ſpeculative 
part, ſince their Worſhip did not differ,) have ſo divided the Ly- 
theran and Helvetian Churches, if ſome ſ-cret Praftices of theirs 
had not wrought on the Weakneſs and Paſſions of ſome angry 
Men ? The Papiſts ſaw this as well onth- one hand, asthe Princes 
and ſovcrer Divines perceived it on the other. At one Publick 
Conference, appointed by the Diet of the Empire, between Papiſts 
and Proteftarts, for ſetling Religion, the Papiſts knowing their 
weak Side, and defirous to throw a Bone among them, propoſed, 
that they ſhould firſt agree to condemn the Helvetiuns. Melani hon 
perceived what this armed at, and fo ſtudied to divert it 5 but 
other peevidh Divines grew ſo hot about it, that they broke up the 
Mecting,to the noſmall joy of the Popilh P art y. How 
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How far they may have praGtiſed among us to inflame 
our Differences, I ſhall not determine : but I am ſure 
there is nothing we can poſſibly contrive, more both to 
their Advantage and Satisfaction, than this is. The Hea- 
then Philoſophers had different Schools, but worſhip- 
ped in the fame Temples. The Primitive Chriſtians 
dittered in many Cuſtomes, both about the Obſervati- 
on of Eajter and Lent, with many other various Rites ; 
but they never brokethat Bond of Peace and Perfection, 
the Unity of the Church, till the Biſhops of Rome be- 
gan to Jay their Yoke upon the other Churches. Tt 
were a great happineſs to be exattly of the ſame mind : 
and ſuch as differ from the Publick Conſtitution, ought 
certainly to examine the ground of theſe Differences, 
with calm and unprejudiced minds : And,to pronounce 
my own Opinion freely, and without reſerves, I am 
very confident if that were done, with the Care and 
Application that is requiſite, the Truth would ſoon ap- 
pear to be of our Church's {ide : and if there be yet any 

Defetts in our Conſtitution, or any thing that requires 
Amendment or Improvement; as, no doubt, none ever 
was ſince the Apoſtles dayes that needed it not 3 then 
let clear Reaſon, and calm, but ſteady Endeavours be 
uſed for compleating or ordering what is wanting or 
amiſs among us 3 which His late Glorious Majeſty aller 
ed to redreſs, for ſetling this Church. And it will ſeem 
ſtrange, if any who glory ſo much, and fo juſtly, in 
the Honour the Church received by ſo great a Teſti- 
mony, as his Martyrdom gave it, ſhould not follow 
thoſe Thoughts, which He, after a long courſeof Suffer- 
ings, and deep and devout ſtudy about them, had ta- 
ken up 3 a due difference being made between the 
things that he offered in compliance to the heat of that 


time, and the more retired RefleQions himſelf had. 
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Bnt if ſo great a Happineſs, as a compleat, Unity can- 
not he attained to, let us, atleaſt, lay aſide our Unna- 
tra), Unchriſtian, and unpolitick Animoſities 3 conde- 
ſcending to the Infirmitiesof the Weak,and pitying them 
rather than inſulting over them : Let ſuch mutual al. 
lowarces be given as Humane Infirmity, the weaknels 
of many mens Reaſons, the ſtrength of their Paſſions, 
and the force of Prejudice and Education require, 
And if we will fo order our Zeal, that its firſt and 
chief Operation be on our ſelves, reforming our Lives, 
and purifying our Hearts, and then apply it propor- 
tionably to other things, giving to every part of Reli- 
gion ſuch a ſhare of it as the importance of the thing 
requires then a great deal of our heat would be ſoon 
allayed. 

But to ſpeak plainly ; Is it a Chriſtian Zeal to diſſe- 
minate Lies and Scandals > To expoſe men that have 
deſerved highly, for ſome ſuppoſed Miſtakes? Theſe 
things onght not ſo to be, If thoſe that run about 
with the greateſt violence, blowing on ſuch ſparks, 
would examine themſelves, as in the preſence of Gad, 
what is the ſecret cauſe or ſpring of all their Motions, 
I am ſure much of it will be found to tlow trom bitter 
Envy and Strife, which bring on Confuſion and every evil 
work: and not from the Wiſdom that is from above, and 
is firſt pure and then peaceable, and eaſte to be entyeated. 
And as we oveht in meekneſs inſtru@ thoſe oppoſe them- 
ſelves; ſo others ſhould not expreſs too great unealineſs 
at the Inſtructions we offer them. 

If we will refle& on the high value our Saviour ſet 
on our loving one another, that thereby all men ſhould 
know that we are his Diſciples, vt would ſoon change our 
Temper ; ſo that being aſhamed of our former Con- 


teſts, if we could not of a ſudden come to think the 
ſame 
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ſame things 3 yet the ſame Spirit of Mecknefs, Humility 
and Charity dwelling in us, we ſhould ſoon grow up 
into one Body : from which we are not kept, ſo much 
by the Differences themſelves that we diſpute about, as 
by that Alienation of Mind, which hath fo violently 
rent us from one another. And this makes that for ali 
the Evils which we have cither felt, or do till fear, 
inſtead of accuſing or condemning our ſelves, we lav 
the blame wholly upon others. The Citv blames the 
Country, and the Country the City : We of the Churci 
blame thoſe of the Separation, and thev of the Sepatu- 
tion blame us of the Church: But alas! who look 1n- 
to their own Conſciences, and humble themſclves be- 
fore God ! 

This Evil is of the Lord, therefore Jet us turn to 
him with our whole Heart : and we ſhall certainly feel, 
that as a Spirit of true and real Holineſs rites 1n us, We 
ſhall grow above theſe Conteſts for ſmall matters. For 
God ſeems to puniſh us with this diviſion of Language 
and Heart, as he did the Builders of Babel, for our 
other fins 3 ſince without a ſtroke from Heaven, a com- 
oy meaſure of Infatuation could not carry this fo 

ar, 

And now l go to the next particular charged by the 
Prophet on theſe Tribes, wherein they had not return- 
ed unto the Lord : That was Lyxary. They had re- 
built their Houſes, furniſhed them gloriouſly, and ſur- 
feited themſelves with their Plenty : which they abuſed 
by their exceſſive Intemperance, both in eating, drink- 
ing, and in other Jollitiesz being inſenfible of the 
Judgments of God, that had either fallen on them, or 
were hanging over them. And in this, how parallel 
are Our Sins to theirs ? This City 1s rebuilt with an in- 
creaſe of Luxury, as well as Order and Beauty : How 
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many do exceed their Rank and Condition, the many 
Breakings do too manifeſtly declare : few are content- 
ed to live in that moderate Frugality and Decency that 
their Anceſtors uſed ; and complain of want and de- 
cay of Trade, becauſe there comes not in enough to 
ſupply their Vanities, or to ſerve their Luxury. The In- 
temperance that abounds is too notorious to be much 
inſiſted on : as if thoſe Liquors which God hath bleſ- 
ſed us with, for refreſhing and reſtoring our Spirits, 
were to be uſed either for the inflaming of our Luſts, 
the depreſſing our Reaſons, impairing our Healths, and 
the profuſe waſting of our Time and Eſtates. Inventi- 
ons alſo muſt be fallen on for the decent forcing others 
to the like Exceſses, by ſetting Healths about. A pra- 
iſe fo ridiculouſly Brutal, that it were a loſs of words 
to go to expole it : Hereby men are not ſatisfied to 
Gratifie their own Intemperance, but' moſt lay ſnares 
for others. And how ſtudiouſly do theſe Agents for 
Vice, endeavour to corrupt all that are ſo unhappy 
as to fall in their ill Company ; training them ou by 
degrees, till they have raiſed them to the like pitch of 
Impiety with themſelves. To this 1s joyned the Ex- 
cc{s and Curioſity of Entertainments, which has been 
long accounted one of the ſpecial Vices of this City. 
Our Bodies when nouriſhed in the moſt moderate 
manner, and kept down with Exerciſe, yet are apt 
enough to raiſe many Temptations in us : which we 
ought not to cheriſh, by laying in a too plentiful pro- 
viſion for the Fleſh, with its Luſts and Aﬀedctions. 
When People give themſelves up to all the incentives 
to Luſt, and by Jollities, Muſick, Balls, Drinking and 
Feaſting, have laid themſelves out to ſo many Tempta- 
tions, and prepared ſo much fewel within for theſe im- 
pure Flames to work on 3 it is no wonder that all ex- 
ceſs 
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ceſs-of Riot and wantonneſs ſhould follow ſuch Diſ- 
orders. The Indecencies of both Sexes going to Ta- 
verns, the corruption of a defiled Stage, the groſs Li- 
berties which many take, have now run us into ſuch a 
mire of Filth and Senſuality, that it is ſcarce decent to 
rake in that kennel : and to ſpeak of the things that 
are done, alas, not in ſecret, but in the fight of the 
Sun; Shall not God viſit for theſe things 2 Have we yet 
returned unto him? or do we not go on to dare Hea- 
ven, and work all manner of Abominations with gree- 
dinels. And while ſuch Vices abound, and ſo many 
Judgments hang over us, who is betaking himſelf to 
Faſting and Prayer 2 who hath cut off any of his for- 
mer Excelles, or is accuſing himſelf 2 Sin and Lewdneſs 
are ({ti]] growing, and its like will go on, till, as the 
Prophet threatens, God ſhall make your Sun to go down 
at Noon, and darken the Earth in the clear day. Poetical 
Expreſiions tor unlook'd for Miſeries. Then he will turn 
your Feaſts unto mourning, and all your Songs unto La- 
mentations : and inſteach of the vanities of your Appa- 
rel, and the coſtly dreſſes on your Heads, will bring 
Sackeloth on all jour loyns, and baldneſs on all jour heads, 
and make your mourning to be like the mourning of an only 
Son. 

The third thing for which the Prophet accuſes the 
ten Tribes, is, that which Luxury muſt carry with it, 
to ſupport it ; their _—_ and Opprelſion. A man 
that ſpends profuſely on himſelf, as he difables himſclf 
from giving the Poor ſuch a ſhare of his Wealth as he 
ought to do; ſo he grows unable to perform thoſe 
ſtricter Duties of Juſtice and Equity to his Neighbours 
with whom he deals. Men that will live high, muſt 
maintain it by all poſtble means: If the cheating, even 
a Friend, the Sophiſticating corrupted Goods, the de- 
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frauding Creditors, by covering one with ſome Prote- 
&1on, or pretending he breaks to force Abatements of 
juſt Debts, or perhaps the profuſe waſting both his 
own Stock, and the Stocks with which others have 
truſted him, become neceflary to furniſh out his Lu- 
xury and Vanity, he ſticks at none of them. I do not 
doubt but the Regulations made 1n this great City are 
as exact and well conſidered as in any ſuch City 
in the World ; but as long as the high way of li- 
ving continues, many unrighteous things muſt be in- 
vented for defraying that Expence. Juſtice and Righ- 
reoutnels are among the firſt El-ments of Virtue, 
which Nature does ſo early teach all men ; and are ſo 
neceſlary to the Peace and Government of the World, 
that we do very impudently pretend to the w,4 things 
of Religion, if we have not begun with theſe, which 
are the loweſt ſteps to it. If Trade 1s carried on by 
Lying, Cheating, Sophilticating, Extortion, and un- 
regulated Uſury, can a Blefhng be expected from 
Heaven, on Wealth ſo acquired ? If men make their 
Weights ſmall, and fallifie their Balances by Deceit, ſo 
that they ſell the Poor bread, ſhall God forget theſe things 2 
ſhall not the Land tremble for this and every one mourn 
that dwelleth therein? It the Mvſtery of ſome Trades 
conli(ts 1n the Cheats of them ; if Retailing is manag'd 
by lying, if Debts are paid by couſenage and fraud, if 
Bargains are made after too much Wine hath nummed or 
overheated the Spirits of the one Party, of which the 
other takes advantage 3 if men have ever ſo much 
wealth and cunning both in acquiring and preſerving 
it; yet according to the Prophetical expreſſions .in 
the Ninth Chapter, Though ikey dig unto Hell God will 
take them thence, and though they climb up unto Heaven be 
will bring them down, though they hide themſelues on the 
tops 
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tops of Mountains, he will ſearch and take them out from 
thence, and if they ſhould lie as cloſe as in the Bottom of the 
Sea, he will command a Serpent to bite them. In :thefe 
Points we ought on ſuch days of Humiliation, if we 
intend not to add the Mockery of theſe to our other 
Sins, to examine our (elves, as in the Preſence of God, 
and {ce whether we have either departed from our o!d 
Sins, or inſtead of doing that, do not only continue 
11 them, bur contract new Guilt, If we will break the 
Yokes of Opprettion and Inju{tice, if we convert what 
formerly went to our Luxury and Vanity, and apply 
It to the Neceſſity of our poor Brethren; and if inſtead 
of theſe Forms (in the repeating which we have roo 
long placed all our Religion) and of our bitter Hears, 
we do follow Peace with all men, and Holineſs, without 
which no man ſhall ſee the Lord : then when we pray to 
him, he will hear our Prayers, our Light ſhall ſhine out 
mder all that Darkneſs, that now covers us; Cod ſhall 
guide us continually, and ſo ſatisfie our Souls, that we ſhall 
delight our ſelues in him and his Service. 
But if we will {till continue in our Sins, and ſatishe 
our f{clves with ſo flight a way of (crving God, then 
we may look for e:ther the like, or heavier Judgments : 


. whici: is the third thing I propoſed to ſpeak to; There- 


Jore thus will I do unto thee. All the Corrections that God 
lays on us, are to amend us, but 1f theſe prevail noc, 
then other ſeverer means muſt be uſed for the fame 
end, more (carching Medicines when gentler ones cn- 
not raiſe or carry off the Humoursz and in Conciu- 
ſion, God often makes thoſe Nations on whom h-: had 
beltowed the moſt diſcriminating Marks of his Favour, 
the moſt publick Inſtances of his Juſtice, as he d d the 
Jews of old, for their Idolatry, and the Roman Empire, 
after they had fo ſtrangely corrupted the _—_— Re- 
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ligion: more ſignal Judgments being perhaps the only 
Means left to work on ſome, whom indulgent Provi- 
dences do not prevail withz who indeed can be aya- 
kened by nothing, but Thunder and Lightning. In 
the Government of the World, the Methods of divine 
Providence are ſo myſ{tcrious, that it very 1i!! becomes 
us, to take on us to judge how things ſhall fall out: yet 
ſince Solomon has obſerved that there is nothing new 
under the Sun, and by what has been, we may collect 
what may be; there are two things threatned by this 
Prophet; a Famine, not of Bread, nor a Thirſt for Water, 
but of hearing the Word of the Lord : jo that they ſhould 
wander from Sea to Sea, and run to and fro to ſeek it, but 
ſhould not find it. The other was, that they ſhould go unto 
Captivity before their Enemies, where (od ſhould command 
the Sword that it ſhould ſlay them, and he would ſet his Fyes 
on them for Evil and not for Good. It is worth our 
time to conſider what we may expect cither of theſe 
ways. 
hs for a Famine of the Word of the Lord, whether 
it ſhall come upon us, from that Religion, which open- 
ly profeſſes its Deſign to be to take the Scripture out 
of the hands ofthe People, or from any other hand ; 
we have Reaſon enough tolook for it, when we confi- 
der how horridly we have neglected and abuſed it. 
The greateſt part never trouble themſelves about it, 
and,perhaps,fince their firſt Education and Child-hood, 
have never looked on it; others have read it, and fx- 
ed it more carefully in their Memories, but rather that 
by talking in that Stile, they may conceal their Villa- 
nies; and by the Miſapplication of it, excuſe their Er- 
rors and Flults: but how few read it with a plain Sim- 
licity of mind, to receive Inſtruftion and Light from 
it, and to kindle greater Warmth of AﬀeRion in —_ 
rom 
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from the many excellent Paſſages in it: which, what 
Effe& ſoever they may have on vulgarReaders, are, to 
thoſe that read them, with a well diſpoſed Mind, ſtrong 
and ſharp as a two edged Sword. - It cannot be denyed 
but Religion, among us, has loſt much of its Force and 
Authority, and many, ſeeing thorough the Hypocrifie 
of ore ſort, and the Formality of another, have come 
to 1magine, that there 1s nothing in it but either Cu- 
ſtom or Intereſt. And I wiſh the great Scandals that 
our Contelts have given to all men of clear and diſen- 
gaged Reaſons, may rot have occaſioned or encreaſed 
this in a great Meaſure. Univerſally the Goſpel is 
preached and heard without that Senſe, which a thing 
of ſuch high Conſequence deſerves; for certainly, it 
muſt be acknowledged, that either Chriſtianity is a 
Contrivance or Dream, or that itis the molt important 
thing in the World. How farr other Accidents may de- 
prive us of this, of which the Force and Efficacy is, in a 
great part, gone, we do not know: whether down- 
right Atheiſm, or the Diſbelief of all revealed Religion, 
which has got ſuch footing among us or other extra- 
vagant Conceits of extirpating a (zoſpel-Miniltry, asthe 
decenteſt Introduction to theſe, may not bring us with- 
in this Curſe, I ſhall not play the Diviner : but the great 
rage by which many endeavour to make the Clergy 
hateful and contemptible, with a Concurrence of ſome 
other things, ſeems to give juſt Apprehenſions, that we 
may live yet to ſee ſuch days. 

I confeſs, on the other hand, the Appearances ſeem 
more probable and threatning, that we ſhall be brought 
under the Tyranny of that Church, that can never hope 
to advance her Intereſts, but by ſuppreſſing this Light, 
by prohibiting the Scriptures, and perſuading the 


World to deliver up their Faith and Conſcience to the 
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keeping and governing of their Prieſts ; for who can 
Z0 over to them, till his Mind is ſo loaded with Prejudi- 
ces, that he dares not uſe his Underſtanding and Rea- 
ſon? Can any man bclieve that a Biſhop, choſen with 
all the craft and intrigue that can be uled among the 
cunningelt Stateſmen in the World, ſhould be preſcnt- 
ly the Head of the Church, the Univerſal Paſtor, St. 
Peter's Succellor, and the Supreme Judge of all Contro- 
verlics 2 who though he underſtand no Divinity, and 
practiſcs as little Morality, yet mult decide all Contro- 
verſies of Religion ; and that i his Sentence all muſt 
acquieſce. He that can bclicve this, 1s well enough pre- 
pared to go over to them, and to believe the onely 
thing [ know, which is more micredible ; that a Prieſt, 
by vertue of a Charactcr given him, which 1s every 
whit as unintelligible as this great Etject of it, can, by 
pronouncing of hve words, make a piece of Bread and 
a. little Wine, become the whole and entire Subſtance 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; fo that it 1s all in 
every crumb and drop of it. Thele are things to which 
men mult be long and well prepared, before they can 
think they b<lieve them : for it may be juſtly made a 
Queſtion, whether they do, or indeed can believe 
them? This Religion muſt of nccefiity, tor its own 
ſupport, extinguiſh the Light of the Scriptures: 1n 
which, the part that came more immediately, than any 
other, from God himfſclf, has rot eſcaped their Expur- 
gation : I mean, the ten Commandments ; of which, 
the Second, one of the fulleſt and molt copious of 
them is Icft out of their Catechiſmes : becauſe it mult 
have cleanſed the Churches of Images, and the many 
other Monuments of Idolatry, with which they had 
defiled it. And in the New Teſtament, that part of it 


on which they have built moſt, is yet ſo contrary to 
one 
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one of their Devices, that it was fit for them not to let 

the People underſtand it. I mean the Inſtitution of 

the Euchariſt, in which Chriſt ſaid, Drink ye all of this, 

when he gave his Diſciple the Cup. They had alſo 

made their Worſhip fo ridiculous, by the many ſ[trange 
Legends read on the Saints dayes, to which both the 
Collects and Anthems for theſe Othces do relate, that 

it had been hard to have brought the Pople to hear 

theſe things gravely : Therefore it was very fit, for theſe 

ends, to have their Worſhip in an unknown Tongue : 
though St. Paul has written ſo copioully on that Sub- 1 Cw. 14. 
ject, that it is not calle to imagine how their minds are 
compoſed, who believe that he was inſpir'd, and yet 
approve of a Worſhip, in a Language not underſtood 
by the People. 

But after all theſe Corruptions of theirs, why ſhould 
we not think it reaſonable to believe, that ſince we 
have given our ſelves up to fome of the worlt Effects 
of Popcry, God (hould abandon us fo far, as to ſuffer 
us to come again under that yoke, from which, by a 
mighty hand, he delivered our Fathers? While we wor- 
{hip him merely out of Form, what difference is there be- 
tween that and the te//ing of Beads? It we think a looſe 
Life may, by a few touches of Sorrow, be fo expiated, 
that theſe ſhall carry us to Heaven, 1s not this almoſt 
as bad as to believe Attrition is ſufficient to Salvation £ 
If we think our coming to Church, or Sacrament, will 
ſave us, 1s it not as bad as their Opus operatum ? It we 
blindly deliver our (clves up to a Party, and follow all 
its Intereſts, what better 1s this than their [mplicit Obe- 
dience ? and if we allow our ſelves in that rage and vi- 
olence, by which many carry on their Opinions, ſcck- 
ing the Ruin of all who differ trom them, and ſpare no 
Methods, how falſe or cruel ſoever they be 3 This is 

E 2 not 


- 


el 


LY hr — —— ns... a» eo = 
Re FISBE ELD RE 


4 
- 


” + 44 
w Low 4s +» 4 9% 


—_— 


es 


_= G 
whe, Lat Ie 


ny ey OT SPITS oi. 6% * ne ax +47 2,4 
PE ——— 4. "Box. 2® : 4 
* —— —— po >C Dna Sx $7 s 


Sy | 
4 2 £+<Of o— Weg nad 
wy - : = - 


_ - * 
PC. - "Be 
- » - =- r 


I 


A Sermon preached before 


not far from their Extirpating of Hereticks, and ſaying, 
there is no Faith to be kept to them. If by theſe and many 
more particulars, we examine how much the Spirit of 
Popery doth (till Jeaven us, many of theſe who ſeem 
moſt heartily oppoſite to it, will be found deeply tin- 
ured with it : And if we are ſecretly corrupted with 
ſome of the worſt Principles of that Religion before 
we are aware of it, the other parts will more eaſily fol- 
low. Our Doctrine and Worſhip are Reformed : That 
we owe to the laſt Age, and to our Educations: But it 
our Hearts and Lives are vitiated by the ſame 1l! Prin- 
ciples, under another diſguiſe, it will not be fo great a 
Leap as ſome men imagine to get over that Gulf, 

Here is one danger before us : it 1s a great one in- 
deed, and perhaps the very Methods {ome may uſe to 
ſecure us from it, may precipitate us headlong unto it. 
Caiaphas adviſed the Jews to kill our Saviour, fearing 
that upon his pretending to be a King, the Romans 
might come and take that place : But this did ſo prov- 
voke God, that what they feared came upon them : 
{o whether ſome by overbending their Zeal and Fer- 
vour, may not overthrow a Church, which has been, 
ever ſince the Reformation began, the greateſt Bul. 
wark againſt Popery, and drive things much farther 
than at preſent they intend or imagine, I leave it to the 
thoughts of wiſer men, 

The other thing threatned by the Prophet,js,their be- 
ing led unto Captivity,and given upto the Sword. Our 
preſent Wealthand Plenty,the Situation of ourCountrey, 
the ſtrengthof our Fleets,and the natural Bravery of the 
Nation, may ſeem perhaps to raiſe us beyond the fear of 
it : England never having been higher in Trade, our 
Plantations never ſtronger and better Peopled, our 
Dominions never more extended and our Shipping go- 
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the Lord Mayor, Sept. 2. 1680. 


ing from under one end of Heaven to another. But 
alas! if God bla(t our publick Counſels, and ſtrike us 
at home with ſuch a Diviſion of Heart, that we cannot 
agree in things that are neceſſary for common Safety z 
all our Wealth makesus but a more inviting Prey,cither 
for a Tyre or Sidoz, that may be near us, who would 
gladly carry our Trade from us; or for a great Conque- 
rour that hovers over any of his Neighbours,to (pye from 
whence he can receive an Addition to his Empire and 
Glory. And if God intends to give us up to Captivity, 
he will take away the Heart from our Councellors, and 
Spirit and Courage from our Armics and Fleets ; as the 
Prophets threatned the [/raelites often, that thoſe to 
whom God was to deliver them up, ſhould come upon 
them with ſo unrefiftable a Force, and meet with fo 
faint an Oppoſition, that they ſhould eaſily fall into 
their hands. 

There 1s nothing in which the overruling Force of 
divine Providence, ſhews it ſelf more than in the riling 
and falling of Empires; in which we find often, great 
Kingdoms ſubdued by a ſmall Force, while the one 
were elevated with more than ordinary Courage,and the 
other fide, by a Serics of odd Accidents,as much depref- 
ſed : ſo that vaſt Treaſures and great Armies have mclt- 
ed to nothing; and ſometimzs without any viſible 
Fault in the Conduct 3; where no rational Account can 
be given, but that Heaven was on the one fide. It God 
is againſt us, he needs no Inſtruments to chaſtife ns 
with, he can either by binding or, opening the Clouds 
or Winds of Heaven, blaſt all the Fruits of our Indu- 
ſtry or Trade: he can bring out of the Duſt of' the 
Earth, Swarms of Vermine to plague us3 he can dit- 
charge his Arrows, and again fend the Plague or a Firc 


among us, or ſo give us up to Madneſs and _ 
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A Sermon preached before 


that we ſhall again fall in unnatural Wars at home, and 
deſtroy one another, 

Some of theſe Dangers are not fo remote, as to be 
look'd upon as the dark Dreams of melancholy men, 
or the Spccularions of a diſturbed Fancy; what has been 
may be, and 1s, perhaps, nearer than we imagine. [ 
{hall not encreaſe your Horror at the Return of ſuch 
things, by a pompous and tragical Deſcription of 
themz you need but reflect on what you have ſeen 
and known of many of them: and what if theſe ſhall 
rezuin upon us again? What if this fruitful and 
peaceable Land, be again made a Field of Blood, and 
be watered on both fides, by the Blood of Engliſh- 
men, Brother fighting againſt Brother, till being thus 
weakned at home, we become an ealte Acquitition, 
to thoſe who long for ſuch a Breach among our ſelves? 
And does not the Proſpect of theſe things atteCt us ? 

What remains then, but that I conclude with the 
fourth particular, of which I propoſed to ſpeak, that 
our turning to God, is that which only can prevent thoſe 
Judgmentsthat we cannot refilt, Thereis no Council nor 
Divination againſt God, he makes the Diviners mad, 
and brings the Councils of the Heathen to nothing; he 
makes the Devices of the people, of none effe&t ; we 
can neither withſtand his Power, defeat his Wiſdom, 
nor eſcape his hand; we can only humble our ſ{clves be- 
fore him. and turn to him with our whole Hearts; ard 
thereby avert all that ſtorm of heavy Wrath, that isrea- 
dy to burſt out upon us. If there were a general turn- 
ing from the evil of our ways, from the Intemperance, 
Uncleanneſs, Injuſtice, and Impieries, that have ſo long 
prevailed among us; then how ſoon would all theſe 
dreadful Symptomesof God's Ditpleaſure fall off? Upon 
the Repentance of Nmeveh,thoſe Judgments which were 
lo 
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ſo near, that the ſhort period of forty dayes were pre- 
fixed to them, were put oft to a longer time : The ex. 
ternal, but feigned Humiliation of Ahab, procured to 
him a Reprieve of that Sentence the Prophet had de- 
nounced. So if there were but a ccflation from theſe 
horrid Impicties by which God is fo highly diſhonour- 
cd, and of thoſe publick and avowed Vices which no 
Chriſtian Nation practiſes now more operly than we 
do; and which have, in a great meaſure, takcn our Spi- 
rit and Senſe from. us we might hope for a longcr 
continuance of that Tranquility, which we ſtill enjoy. 
But if no warnings will prevail, if nenher palt Calamt- 
ries, nor threatned Miſeries, nor the ſenſe which ſome, 
who have gone in the lame exceſs of Riot, have expreſ- 
{cd of it when they were near Death, will wotk on a 


wicked generation, it (ecms ſuch are already under 
that Curſe given in Commiltion to Ejaias, Aake the 
Heart of 11.15 People fat, and r:cke their Ears Pedty, ava 20,1 ; 


ſout their a) 0s 4 leſt they fee with it cir Fe and tear with 
their Ears, and red:rjtand with ileir Hearts, and contert 
and be vealed 5 and that this ſhall laſt rvil-the Caties be 
1, tea rt ont inri thitants. the Houſes without HON, and 
the Land be atter!y deſolate. Words expreftiting the high- 
ct indignation poſlble againſt fuch Sinners, who had 
long abuſcd the Patience of God, and hal mocked him, 
by drawing near to him with their Lips, wach their 
Hearts weie far from him. | 

But if the greatc{t part will fol go em in whey Zing, 
till they periſh by them 3 yet it there were tut a irmall 
number that would ſerioutly for themielves to turn to 
God, by Prayer, Faſtings, Supplications, and cingaging 
in a courle of ſtrict and fervent Devotion, wou'd ſtand 
in that Breach which our Sins and Diviltons have opun- 
ed; and inſtead of looking after News, or expecting 
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A Sermon preached before 


much from Humane Councils, till Gods Anger were ap- 
peaſed, would cry mightily to him; theſe might be the 
happy Preſervers and Deliverers of their Countrey, at 
leaſt from preſent Danger, Or if the Sins of England 
are ſuch, that God will not be entreated, even of theſe, 
but will give ſuch evidences of his Difpleaſure, that all 
ſhall fay, Verily there is a God that Judges in the Earth, 
yet ſuch mourners ſhall not loſe their labour : their 
Tears and Prayers ſhall return upon themſelves ; they 
{hall at the leaſt have their own Souls for a prey, and 
may be bleſled Inſtruments of gaining ſome few about 
them; who, though they may be involved in the com- 
mon Calamity, yet ſhall find Mercy in the Day of the 
Lord. God grant there may be many ſuch among us, 
and that for their ſakes, be may raiſe up the Tabernacle 
of his Anointed, and cloſe up the breaches of it, and build 
it up as in the former times : and fo eſtabliſh us in this 
good Land, which he hath given us, that we may (till 
enjoy the Bleſſings of his grunt Religion and holy Word, 
with the continuance of our Peace and Plenty : and 
that if Evil be determined to come upon the Land, 
that we may not ſee it, but may be gathered to our 
Fathers in Peace. To God the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
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